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Tak zni krédo uspésného
architektonického  Ateliéru
Kunc. Jeho majitel a hlavni
architekt MgA. Michal Kunc,
ktery Royal Reportu posky-
tl rozhovor, k tomu dodava:
»Snazim se, aby moje domy
byly pohodIné, aby se z nich
dalo volné vyjit na zahradu,
aby byly plné slunce a svétla,
aby mély atmosféru...

This is the motto of the famous
architectural studios, Atelier
Kunc. MgA. Michal Kunc who is

| its owner and the main archi-

tect, made an interview with

| Royal Report. He adds: ‘I try

to make my houses comforta-
ble, to make the gardens freely
accessible from the house and
to make them full of sun and
light, simply to give them at-
mosphere...

o)
,,Dllm ma pripominat misto,
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kde travite dobrou (]OV()]QHOU‘c

A house should look like a place where you want to spend a nice holiday’




Ateliér Kunc oslavil desetileté vyro¢i. Za tu
dobu ma na konté zna¢ny pocet uspésnych staveb
a spokojenych zakazniki. Jak byste charakterizo-
val jeho styl?

Muj atelier funguje hodné na doporuceni, jsme
tym postaveny na osobnim pristupu ke klientovi, na
duavéte, na rozhovorech a povidéni o architektute, o
Zivotnim stylu. S klientem za¢indme tak, Ze si povi-
dame. Nékolik prvnich schiizek zjistuji pfani a sny, se
kterymi za mnou klient pfisel, pomahdm mu vytvo-
Fit program, zadani, které pak rozpracuji a spole¢né
ho konzultujeme. Pak teprve za¢inam skicovat. Pravé
béhem féze, kdy se pozndvame a povidame si, se rodi
vize; sen o budoucim domé; o misté, kde bude stat; o
tom, jaké je tam svétlo; jak jde slunce; o atmosfére. Je
to snéni o architekture.

Domnivam se, ne - vim, ze rozhovor a pochope-
ni je to nejdalezitéjsi. Spickovy architekt musi umét
naslouchat.

Vase navrhy vzdy pfinaseji neotfelé a originalni
feseni. Co je Vam zdrojem inspirace?

Jsem snilek. Viziondf. Snim architekturu. M3 in-
spirace, népady, vize, to vSe pochdzi nejvice z mého
snéni. Nesu si to s sebou od détstvi, vysnil jsem si
piibéhy, celé svéty, fantaskni, neskutené krajiny.
Dnes mé ony sny, vize Zivi. Pracuji s nimi, pfetvarim
je do podoby designu a architektury. Ale sny musite
nécim Zivit, aby se pretavily v napady a myslenky. Da
se tedy Fici, Ze md inspirace mé nékolik poloh. Hlavni
je cestovani - miluji cesty. Jednou do roka odjizdim

na dlouhou cestu, na mésic a déle do divokych, ,,pii-
vodnich® krajin, jako je Nepal, Aljaska, Novy Zéland,
Groénsko, Spicberky a dalii. Béhem roku vyrazim na
malé vylety po evropskych méstech, hleddm dobrou
architekturu. Naposledy mé naptiklad fascinoval
Amsterdam.

Dalsi inspiraci je hudba, bez ni si sviij Zivot ne-
dovedu predstavit. A takto bychom mohli pokraco-
vat....

Ateliér Kunc se zaméfuje na rizné projekty.
Stavite moderni rodinné domy, komer¢ni budovy,
zabyvate se také designovymi interiéry. Navrhujete
také vystavni expozice na veletrzich. Co z toho nej-
radéji realizujete?

Jednoznac¢né je to bydleni a architektura s nim
spojend. Bydleni je tak zékladni véc, je tolik dtlezité,
jak a kde bydlite. Prosttedi, ve kterém Zijete, Vas tak
ovliviluje, Ze kazdy dalsi dam, interiér, je inspirujici
vyzva. Je samoziejmé nutné potkat se klientem, se
kterym si takzvané ,sednete’, budete naladéni na
stejnou notu, vzajemné se pochopite. Bydleni je véc
velmi osobni, intimni, a architekt, pokud chce udélat
dobrou véc pro svého klienta, se musi umét vcitit,
mit dar empatie. A musi byt uptimny.

Mate oblibeného autora/ smér z historie archi-
tektury a z jakého diivodu Vas oslovuje?

Mam, je jim Frank Lloyd Wright. Byl to americky
architekt, ktery navrhoval domy hodné propojené
s ptirodou. Pouzival pfirodni materidly v interiéru,
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pracoval s elementy ptirody, s ohném, vodou.
Jeho Diim nad vodopadem je ikona bydleni v pii-
rodé.

Miizete jmenovat také nékoho ze soucasnosti?

To by byl dlouhy seznam... Ale v podstaté mé
nejvice inspiruje nova architektura na severu Evropy,
Rotterdam, Amsterdam, tam je architektura bydleni
nejdéle.

Zabyvate se také realizaci interiéru. Za interiér
Club restaurantu Stromovka jste dokonce ziskal
ocenéni GRAND PRIX 2004 za nejlepsi cesky in-
teriér roku. Citite se byt designérem?

Spise se chci pti realizaci citit byt dobrym feme-
slnikem. To vychézi z presvédceni, Ze vSechno, co
udélam, musi byt praktické a elegantni dohromady.
Nesnasim prazdné formy.

Co pro Vas znamena design?

Design ma pro mne sviij ptivodni vyznam - je to
predev$im néco, co dobre funguje, a zdroven je to
krasné.

Co je pro Vas originalita?

Originalita je néco ptivodniho, jedine¢ného, a to
je pro mé ptiroda. VSechny vzory v ni najdete, viech-
ny barvy, tvary, napady, vSechnu krasu, véechnu je-
dine¢nost.

Ptiroda je neptekonatelna.
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Mate za sebou nékolik velmi uspésnych staveb, miiZete o nich néco
fici ?

Pro mne je hledisko uspésnosti spokojenost klienta. Navic néktefi nasi
klienti si nepieji, aby jejich soukromi bylo medidlné publikovano, takze né-
které projekty jsou k vidéni pouze v ateliéru.
domy mé vyloZené bavi, mame jich nékolik, dalsi se pfipravuji.

Nicméné v lofiském roce jsme hodné pracovali na projektech interiért
pro mezindrodni pravnické kancelate a pro banky, a byla to vybornd zkuge-
nost s klientem, ktery je inteligentni a ma styl.

/Wolf Thesis, Cameron McKenna,, Komeréni Banka privatni bankovnic-
tvi,Red Bull, MAFRA, atd./

Jakého svého dila si nejvice vazite?

Moina je to zvla$tni, ale nejvice jednoho projektu velmi moderniho
domu, ktery pravé vznika (pozn. vidite ho na hlavni strance rozhovoru).
Podobu tohoto domu, jeho vizi, jsem si vysnil, kdyz jsem byl pred rokem v
Gronsku. Plavili jsme se na malé rybaiské lodi uprostfed mote, okolo pro-
plouvaly icebergy, ledové hory, a mé ucarovala jejich bila barva. Ledovce
byly neskute¢né elegantni, vznesené, mély architektonické ostré tvary, hra-
ny, a jé si predstavil takovy svitivé bily diim jako blok ledu zaseknuty do
svahu, levitujici nad zemi...

Mate néjaké oblibené, nebo naopak neoblibené materialy?

Nesnasim plasty, umélé véci. Rychle se okoukaji a nehezky stiarnou. Ob-
libenym materialem je ptirodni kdmen v interiéru. Zilkovany kdmen, tfeba
onix, je jako nejkrasnéjsi obraz.

Podléha architektura trendiim? Jaké jsou ty soucasné?

Ur¢ité podléha. Ve svété vnimam snahu (hlavné u velkych staveb, hoteld,
administrativnich budov, leti$t, apod.) navrhovat néco, co tu je$té nebylo,
snahu o co nejvétsi originalitu. Vyraznou tendenci je inspirace ptirodou,
jejimi tvary, fungovanim, zapojovani ptirodnich energii jako je vitr, voda,
slunce do architektury. U ,,osobni“ architektury vnimam trend jakéhosi n-
vratu k piirodé. Stavi se ekologické domy, $etii se energiemi, vyuZivaji se
energie ptirody.

Kdo dle Vaseho nazoru udava soucasné trendy v architekture?

Da se fici, ze v oblasti bydleni je to sever Evropy, a pak samozfejmé Ja-
ponsko. Tam jsou vizionati. Ale mluvime tady o mém subjektivnim zau-
jetd.

Hodné cestujete. Existuje podle Vas ,,mésto designu a architektury“?
Jaké mésto by jim mohlo byt? Jak si stoji Praha?

Meél jsem moznost vidét hodné svétovych mést a vim, Ze jind, ktera jsem
nevidél, mohou a budou jesté lepsi. Ale mymi oblibenymi mésty jsou Am-
sterdam a Barcelona. Kazdé jinak, kazdé ma pro mne jiné kouzlo, spojuje
je obé voda, obé mésta jsou pristavy. Miluji mésta na vodé; voda, mofe ma
dalsi rozmér, pfinasi velikost, prostor, viini délek, pocit dobrodruzstvi, zr-
cadleni.

A Praha? To je také mésto na vodé a je ze vSech nejkrasnéjsi. To ¢lovék
zjisti az léty, po mnoha navratech z rtiznych cest. Tim, Ze v ni Ziji, ma pro
mne své vlastni osobni kouzlo, které bych za nic nevyménil...

Michal Kunc
www.atelierkunc.com

MgA. Michal Kunc

MgA. Dan Pospisil

MgA. Petr Barto$

Ing.arch. Michal Matgjicek
Ing. Arch. Alzbéta Vrabcova
spolupracovnici
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Atelier Kunc celebrated a ten-year anniversary. During that period it has made a large
number of successful buildings and has gained many satisfied customers. How would you
describe its style?

My studio works on recommendation a lot. We are a team of people based on a personal
approach to our client as well as on trust and discussion. We talk about architecture and life
style. With each client everything starts with talking. During the first few meetings I try to dis-
cover all the wishes and dreams that are to be fulfilled. I help them to develop a program and
task which I then work through and we discuss it together. Only then do I start to sketch. It is
during our talks when we get to know each other and when the vision is being born; the dream
about the house which will be there; about the place where it will be; about the light; from
where the sun will shine; about the atmosphere. It is in fact dreaming about architecture.

I think that, no - I know that discussion and understanding are the two most important
things. The best architect must know how to listen.

Your designs always bring new and unique solutions. What is the source of your in-
spiration?

I am a dreamer. I dream the architecture. All my inspiration, ideas and visions mostly
come out of my dreams. This has been in me my whole life. When I was a child I made up
stories, whole worlds, fantastic and unbelievable shires. And now I live from those dreams and
visions. I work with them and change them to designs and architecture. However you have
to feed dreams with something so that they easily change into ideas and thoughts. Therefore
it is possible to say that my inspiration consists of several levels. The main one is travelling. I
love travels. I make a long journey once a year which lasts a month. I go to wild and original’
places such as Nepal, Alaska, New Zealand, Greenland, Spicberg and others. Throughout the
year I visit European towns and cities and I look for good architecture. The last city that fas-
cinated me was Amsterdam.

Another inspiration of mine is music. I cannot imagine my life without music. And we
could carry on in this sense...

Atelier Kunc concentrates on different projects. You do not build only modern family
houses and commercial buildings but you design interiors as well. You also design expo-
sition at trade fairs. Which one do you like the best?

Certainly residential and the architecture connected to it. Residents is the basic thing. The
place where you live and how you live is very important. You are so much influenced by the
environment which surrounds you that every new house or interior is a challenge. Of course
it is necessary to meet a client which suits you and whom you understand. residential projects
are a very personal and intimate thing and the architect must be very emphatic and have
the ability to feel what his client feels, if he wants to do a good job. Moreover, he has to be
honest

Do you have a favorite author or style concerning the history of architecture? And why does
he/it interest you?

I do. It is Frank Lloyd Wright. He was an American architect who designed houses closely
connected to nature. He used natural materials in the interior and he worked with natural
elements such as fire and water.

His House above the waterfall is the icon of a residential in nature.

Can you think of someone from recent time as well?

That would be a long list... However basically I am inspired the most by the architecture
from the North of Europe. I think that the architecture of residential buildings is the most
developed in cities like Rotterdam or Amsterdam.

You work on interior designs as well. You even won the GRAND PRIX 2004 prize for
the best Czech interior of the year for your design of the interior of Club restaurant Stro-

movka. Do you feel like a designer?

Not really. The way I want to feel when designing is like a good tradesman. This is the result
of my belief that everything I do must be both, practical and elegant. I hate empty forms.

What does design mean for you?

For me, design has its original meaning — mainly it is something that works well and at the
same time it is beautiful.

What is originality for you?
Originality is something natural and unique. For me it is nature. In nature you find all the

patterns, colors, shapes and ideas. There is all the beauty and uniqueness.
Nature cannot be beaten.
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You have many successful building projects be-
hind you. Can you tell us something about them?

For me, success is measured by the satisfaction of
the client. Moreover there are some clients who do not
wish their privacy to be disturbed and therefore you
can see some of the projects only in the studio. If you
look at it from this point of view, the residential pro-
jects are always the most successful ones. I really do
enjoy family houses so we have few of these and others
are being prepared.

Last year, however, we were working on many inte-
riors of international lawyer’ offices and banks. This
also was a great experience as it meant cooperation
with an intelligent client who has style. /Wolf Thesis,
Cameron McKenna, Komercni Banka private ban-
king, Red Bull, MAFRA, etc./

Which of your works do you respect the most?

Maybe it sounds strange but what I respect the
most is a project of a very modern house which is just
being built (note. You can see it on the main page of
the interview). I dreamed about that shape and vision
when I was in Greenland a year ago. We were sailing
on a small fishing boat in the middle of the ocean and
around us there were floating icebergs and ice-moun-
tains. I was just amazed by their white color. The gla-
ciers were incredibly elegant and noble. Their shapes
were architectonical and sharp and I just imagined a
shining white house looking like a block of ice, cut into
a hill and levitating above the earth.
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Do you have any favorite materials? Or do you
dislike any?

I hate plastics and unnatural things. They get old
too quickly. My favorite material in interior is natural
stone. Mottled stone, onyx for example, can substitute
the most beautiful painting.

Is architecture affected by trends? What are the
current ones?

It certainly is. In the World I can see a tension (espe-
cially when talking about large buildings, hotels, admi-
nistrative buildings, airports etc.) to design new things;
something that is highly original and was not here yet.
The new and visible direction now is the inspiration by
nature and its shapes and functions. In architecture,
natural energy such as the sun and wind is used as
well. Concerning the ‘personal’ architecture I can see
a trend to return to nature. Eco houses are built, the
energies are saved and the natural energy is used as
much as possible.

In your opinion, who is directing the trends of the
architecture?

Let’s say that in the residential area it is the Nor-
thern Europe and Japan of course. That is where the
ideologues are. However we are just talking about my
personal opinions.

You travel a lot. Do you think, ‘a city of design
and architecture’ exists somewhere? Which one
could it possibly be? What about Prague?

I have had the chance to see many cities of the World
and I know well that the ones I have not seen can be
and probably are even better. My favorite cities are
Amsterdam and Barcelona and I like each of them in
a different way. Each of them has its charm. They are
both harbors and they have water in common. I love
cities on water; water and the sea contain more space
and it brings plenty of area, the smell of long distances,
the feeling of adventure and reflection.

And Prague? That is a city on water as well and it
is the most beautiful one. One doesn’t recognize this
at once but after many returns from distant places the
feeling is irresistible. The fact that I live here makes
it magical in a special, personal way and I wouldn’t
change it for anything.

Michal Kunc
www.atelierkunc.com

MgA. Michal Kunc

MgA. Dan Pospisil

MgA. Petr Barto$

Ing.arch. Michal Matéjicek
Ing. Arch. AlZbéta Vrabcovi
spolupracovnici





